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AUTHOR’S NOTE: The life and death of the Titans are foundational to Greek Mythology. Greek writer, Hesiod, 
gave a double etymology for “Titan”— from titaino, “to strain” and tisis, “vengeance.” He wrote that Ouranos 
gave them the name Titans “in reproach; for they strained and did a fearful deed, and that vengeance for it 
would come afterward.” My fictional Tartarus is deconstructed from the Greek concept of Atlantis. A case 
can be made that Atlantis actually existed on a submerged plateau off Cyprus. 

Kiya and Her Children  tells the story of the birth, life, and death of Kiya 
and her children. Of why Chief Vanam banished them from the Clan of the 
Serpent to become Titans -- outcasts shunned by all people. Of how they 
followed the lead of Valki, went their own way, and founded their own 
little community. Of how the ensuing rage of Vanam led to their establish-
ment of the great kingdom of Tartarus which began civilizing the world—
in peace—with goodwill—with the brotherhood of man. Of what went 
wrong. Of the price they paid.  

that explores the fears and desires of flawed everyday people whose lives and 

mythologies and whose accumulated failures and lessons unlearned haunt and 
bring us to where we are today. 

the simple, predictable first book through the sprawling, multi-storied, 
multi-generational sixth.   
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